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Events to Tie Our Communlty February 6, 2014—Mr. Shinji Nagashima Consul General of Japan

in Miami visited Pensacola shortly after being assigned to his new

Bon Fest & Fi]m Festival position. JASNWF and University of West Florida (UWF) held a
welcome party (Bl =M A FLyALY) at the UWF Japan House.

More than 60 people gathered including students and faculty

2014-2016 President of JASNWF members from UWF, JASNWF and community members.
Joe Vinson (See page 3)
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Greetings, JAS members and friends! * BR—U (Bl E R E
It’s been an exciting year for the Japan-America Society of Northwest Florida, and we’ve got even
more planned. On August 30, JAS will be participating as a sponsor of Bon Fest Pensacola 2014.
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Please note that the venue for
BonFest has changed this year.
Instead of Bayview Community
Center where it has been held for
many years, it will take place at the
Legion Field Community Center at
1301 W Gregory Street. It will be a
great event with dancing, taiko

drums, and a mikoshi parade. Please

stop by our table and say hi! More
information is available at the
BonFest Pensacola 2014 website:
http:/ /bonfestpensacola.weebly.co

m/.

On November 14 & 15, JASNWFL

will host a Japanese Film Festival as

part of the inaugural Foo Foo

Festival: http:/ /foofoofest.com/. On

Friday, November 14, the Film
Festival will take place at the
Pensacola Cultural Center with

in the Mainstage Theater. On Saturday,
November 15, the Film Festival will
take place at the downtown branch of
the West Florida Public Library and
will include family-friendly movies
and activities in conjunction with the
Japanese children's holiday "Shichi-Go-
San.” The full Film Festival lineup and
other details will be announced
shortly.
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For the latest Film Festival updates and
other JASNWFL news, be sure to like
our Facebook page:
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Joe Vinson:

A native of
Pensacola,
JASNWFL
President Joe
Vinson has had
an interest in
Japanese culture for most of his
life. He studied Japanese while
at Florida State University and
spent a year abroad at
Hiroshima University. He has
made several trips to
Pensacola’s Japanese sister
city, Gero, and treasures the
friendships he has made in
Japan. Joe took over the
position after Mary Cunningham
in June 2014. He is a father of 3
children.
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recent cutting-edge movies screened http://facebooks.com/jasnwfl
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Sister-City, Gero Donated $12,837

to City of Pensacola for the
April Flooding Relief

After hearing about the April 30t flooding in the
Pensacola area, the citizens of the City of Gero
(formerly Hagiwara-cho) in Gifu Prefecture
collected 1.3 million yen ($12,837) for donation to
the City of Pensacola. Pensacola has had a sister city
relationship with Gero for over twenty years. Dr.
Douglas Trelfa (center), Director of UWF Japan
Center, received the donation on behalf of Ashton
Hayward, the Mayor of the City of Pensacola.
Makoto Nomura, Mayor of Gero City (left) and
Setsuro Funasaka, Chairman of the Gero-Pensacola
International Relations Association (right), at the
Mayor’s office in Gero City Hall in Japan.
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JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY
OF NORTHWEST FLORIDA

Mission:
The Society’s mission is
to work toward fostering
and promoting stronger

ties of friendship and
understanding between

the U.S. and Japan

Shinji Nagashima, the Consul General of Japan in
Miami Spoke to UWF Students

Shinji Nagshima, Consul General of Japan, in Miami made his first
visit to Pensacola on February 6, 2014. He visited various places
during his stay in Pensacola. During his visit, the Honorable Mr.
Nagashima talked with UWF students enrolled in Japanese
language and anthropology classes. Approximately 60 students
gathered in a classroom near UWF’s Japan House. “I am pleased
that there are many students who are interested in Japan or
Japanese culture, contemporary or traditional.”

) ) Activities / Services:
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Upcoming Events & Conferences

&=

My

Japan Center-Building 71) &% 7—23v7 &#

Saturday, August 23, 10 am-noon —Bonsai Workshop (UWF

Saturday, August 23, 1 pm- 3pm—Bon Dance Workshop (UWF Japan Center-
Building 71) &7z ANRET—VavT &H

Saturday, August 23, 1 pm-4pm —Mrs. Yachiyo Gunn’s Origami (UWF Japan AL e, ﬁﬁ; I:':/'J‘?JHZBL\'C.
Center-Building 71, room 141) TV #E ## BA BERLALISENTRRER
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Workshops held at UWF Japan Center, are FREE. Please RSVP to japan@uwf.edu or
call 850-474-3363 no later than Friday 5 pm before each workshop.

Continue to page 4
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Educational Activities:

Assist the community and
public/private schools to learn
about the culture, language,
and customs of Japan.

Encourage and support
Japanese exchange students
and their organizations to
become active in the
community.

Assist and support the non-
native Japanese-speaking
graduate and under graduate
student to visit Japan.

Lend assistance to cultural
activities in the community.
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We Miss You, “Tomo-san”

“Big brother” figure for international students and a devoted volunteer
for the Japanese community in Pensacola during 2005-
2009, Tomoya Sato, 39, passed away on August 2, 2014
in Hanoi, Vietnam. He was an employee for a trading
company. According to his friends, he was originally
from Akita Prefecture and his major at Pensacola State
College (PSC) was biology. The record shows that
Tomoya attended UWF between 2006 and 2009. He
was also a student in the Intensive English Program. Tomoya helped
with the day-to-day operations of the UWF Japan Center under Ms.
Shigeko Honda, the Director at that time (She retired from the
University in summer 2013). One of his closest friends, Yumiko Yuki
recalls that she met him in 2008 when she started PSC. He drove for
her and he was a “big brother” for all international students including
Japanese students. Tomoya left a one-year old daughter and his wife.
Yumiko and friends are trying to raise funds for the family and also
create a photo album for his daughter who will be too young to
remember her father’s face. In the occasion of BonFest, they are
planning to sell some okonomiyaki, which Tomoya liked.
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Upcoming Events & Conferences
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Saturday, August 30, 12 pm-4 pm —BonFest 2014 (Legion Field
Resource Center Gymnasium, 1301 W Gregory Street, Pensacola,
FL32502) &7t AF2014 #$}

Friday & Saturday, September 12-13, Interdisciplinary Japan Studies Conference
(UWF)

Saturday, September 20, 1 pm-4pm —Mrs. Yachiyo Gunn’s Origami (UWF Japan
Center-Building 71, room 141) TV #E #&#

Workshops held at UWF Japan Center, are FREE. Please RSVP to japan@uwf.edu or call
850-474-3363 no later than Friday 5 pm before each workshop.
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Listening to Momotaro Story

Reed Prichard, former President of the Japan
Club at UWF, reading a Japanese traditional
folktale, Momotaro (Peach Boy) to Central School
Kindergarteners (March 12, 2014). A total of 60
children participated, and more than 10
volunteers helped with various cultural activities.
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What is Mikoshi?

Mikoshi is a portable “shrine”
that can be seen carried
around the streets of any
Japanese city during annual
summer festivals. The shapes
and styles of mikoshi differ by
area. A typical mikoshi is in
the shape of a shrine. The
mikoshi will be carried by
groups of people chanting,
“wasshoi wasshoi. “ Similar to
our floats, the mikoshi can
weigh several hundred
pounds for adults, but kodomo
mikoshi (children’s mikoshi) is
designed to be light and safe
enough for children to carry.

Upcoming Events & Conferences

Friday, October 3, 3pm Tea Ceremony Demonstration (UWF Japan House)
JRIE ¥ ST

Saturday, October 4, 1 pm-4pm — Mrs. Yachiyo Gunn’s Origami (UWF
Japan Center-Building 71, room 141) #70#% ek}

Saturday, October 18, 1 pm-4pm — Mrs. Yachiyo Gunn’s Origami (UWF
Japan Center-Building 71, room 141) #70#% s}

Saturday, November 1, 1 pm-4pm — Mrs. Yachiyo Gunn’s Origami (UWF
Japan Center-Building 71, room 141) #70#% k)

Friday, November 7, 3pm — Tea Ceremony Demonstration (UWF Japan
House) %38 35 i Al

Friday & Saturday, November 14-15, JASNWF Film Festival (Pensacola
Cultural Center & West Florida Public Library) H A< 4%

Saturday, November 15, 1 pm-4pm —Mrs. Yachiyo Gunn’s Origami
(UWF Japan Center-Building 71, room 141) #70#{ ek}

Monday, November 10 through Sunday, November 16, Annual Cross
Cultural Exchange and Social Welfare Symposium for Jikei Students from
Tokyo College of Welfare, Saitama College of Welfare and UWF. 44527 [5]
7= RO R AL R P L AR AL P A O FE SRS, P w2 R
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Saturday, November 22, Mobile International Festival (Mobile, Alabama
Civic Center) “E—E /L [E R4S

Saturday, December 13,1 pm-4pm —Mrs. Yachiyo Gunn’s Origami (UWF
Japan Center-Building 71, room 141) #70#% ek}

Workshops held at UWF Japan Center, are FREE. Please RSVP to japan@uwf.edu
or call 850-474-3363 no later than Friday 5 pm before each workshop.
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Japanese Culture & Language Classes

UWF Continuing Education
H7aYF R AEFBa-XAREEITX

Contact Student Support Center at 850-473-7468 for more information

Conversational Japanese Tuition: $69.00 Thu 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm; 6
sessions; starting 10/16/2014, ending 11/20/2014

Japanese Anime and Cinema Tuition: $49.00 Tue 6:00 pm - 7:30
pm; 4 sessions; starting 10/14/2014, ending 11/4/2014

Japanese Calligraphy Tuition: $49.00 Thu 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm; 4
sessions; starting 10/16/2014, ending 11/6/2014

Japanese Crafts Workshop Tuition: $30.00 Sat 9:00 am - 12:00 pm; 1
session; 11/8/2014

Fundamentals of Origami Tuition: $20.00 Sat 10:00 am- 12:00 pm; 1
session; 11/1/2014

Japanese Sushi Workshop Tuition: $20.00 Sat 10:00 am - 12:00 pm;
1 session; 10/25/2014

Pensacola State College Continuing Education

R a—SNE LA ESBa— 2 AEBEIS R

» Call 850-484-1797 for more information.
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R 05426 Japanese Conversation & Culture $35

(6 hours) Learn to master short phrases and sentences to communicate with
Japanese speakers at a restaurant or family gathering. Enhance your
knowledge of Japanese food and culture.

Pensacola Campus

8312 09/10-10/01 Wed 6:00pm - 7:30pm

8313 10/08-10/29 Wed 6:00pm - 7:30pm

8314 11/05-12/03 Wed 6:00pm - 7:30pm

R 05425 Japanese Conversation */
Private Lessons $150

(6 hours) One-on-one lessons in Japanese language

and culture. Learn the basics of Japanese grammar,

pronunciation, and usage. Progress at your own pace.

Note: Class schedule/meeting time is arranged between student and
instructor.
Pensacola Campus

JASNWEF Board of Directors
(as of August 15, 2014)

Dr. Carl Backman (UWF)
Mr. Joe Vinson (President)
Mrs. Laverne Baker (Treasurer)
Mr. Malcolm Ballinger
Mrs. Pat Bush (Secretary)
Ms. Kumiko Curtis

Mr. Ray Jones

Dr. Morris Marx

Dr. Douglas Trelfa

Mrs. Ellen Vinson

Mrs. Noriko Waits

Board Meetings:

Every 2" Tuesday of the Month,
5:30 pm-6:30 pm

41 N. Jefferson Street.

You are welcome to join.
HEXIEBAE 2 KIER
FHSEREND
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Membership Volunteer
Lisa Sakamoto

8309 08/18-12/12
8310 08/18-12/12
8311 08/18-12/12

Any events to share? Anything to buy/sell?
Recipes to share? Any questions or comments?

Contact Editorial: info@jasnwfl.org




